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The Good News

The Bad News

The Problem

Nationally, teen pregnancy live birth rates have dropped 
substantially over the past 25 years to a record low of 31.3 per 
1,000 women aged 15-19 years. Still, the cost associated with teen 
pregnancy totaled more than $1 billion nationwide in 2008.

In South Carolina, teen pregnancy live birth rates have dropped 
more than 47 percent in the past 20 years to 42.9 per 1,000 
women aged 15-19 in 2011. Though improved, the Palmetto State 
continues to have one of the highest teen pregnancy rates 
nationally, ranking 11th in 2011. Annually 5,500 South Carolina 
teenagers get pregnant at a cost of over $100 million.

While unintended teen pregnancy obviously affects the teenagers involved,  
there are also consequences for families. Unplanned teen pregnancy often 
requires the family unit to make tough decisions and may result in loss of trust, 
added stress, changing relationships and financial concerns. 

Nationally, only 38 percent of teen mothers finish high school and 
are more likely to live in poverty and rely on public assistance.
Teen mothers also have higher rates of low-weight births and 
infant deaths than adult mothers. 

In 2009, almost 90 percent of pregnancies to women aged 15-17 
and almost two-thirds of pregnancies to women aged 18-19 in 
South Carolina were unintended. In the same year 26 percent of 
South Carolina teens were parents, 17 percent reported having 
an abortion and 57 percent were sexually active.

Although health education, abstinence and contraceptive-use programs 
have had an impact in lowering teen pregnancy rates in both the state and 
the nation, not everyone has gotten the message. There continues to be 
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What you can do... What you can do...
Teen pregnancy prevention programs are among the best investments we 
can make in our future. Each tax dollar spent on programs to prevent unin-
tended pregnancy can save as much as $3.78 during the first year, a return of 
almost 400 percent. Below is a list of what you can do to assist with this effort.
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tended pregnancy can save as much as $3.78 during the first year, a return of 
almost 400 percent. Below is a list of what you can do to assist with this effort.

1.   Be your child’s main source of sex education and family values.  
2.   Maintain a healthy relationship with your teen. Encourage abstinence until      
      marriage as planned pregnancies are best for families. Teens close to their     
      parents are more likely to listen and heed their advice.
3.   Work with your child’s school to be sure that the sex education programs   
      they are teaching are research-proven. 
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1.   Provide a safe place for teens to discuss health, sexuality and values-based 
      decision-making.
2.   Offer programs to help parents connect and communicate with their 
      children about values, sex, love and relationships.
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1.   Realize that communities can play a role to help prevent teen 
      pregnancy.
2.   Provide youth with opportunities for work and education outside of school     
      hours.
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CHURCH LEADERS CHURCH LEADERS

COMMUNITY LEADERS COMMUNITY LEADERS

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  |  cdc.gov
National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy |  thenationalcampaign.org

National Cancer for Health Statistics |  nchs.org
Office of Adolescent Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  |  usdhhs.gov

South Carolina Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy  |  teenpregnancysc.org
Division of Biostatistics, S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control  |  scdhec.gov
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Hold Out the Lifeline: A Mission to Families
803. 445.1697 | HOTLIFELINE@hotmail.com 

facebook.com/hotlifeline | twitter.com/hotlifelne
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More Information: More Information:

significant disparities in teen pregnancy rates between white, black, Hispanic, 
and American-Indian youth.  The highest teen pregnancy rates occur among 
youth with lower-income and less-educated families, regardless of ethnicity. 
Other factors include growing up in poverty, having parents with low levels 
of education, growing up in a single-parent family, and poor performance in 
school.
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