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Christmas - the most wonderful time of the year. A season for 
family gatherings, festivity and fun. A time to see the beauty in 
everything and everyone; filled with anticipation and 
expectation for a new year. 

Unfortunately, Christmas is also a season of tragedy and death 
due to the impact of drinking and driving.

Christmas - the most wonderful time of the year. A season for 
family gatherings, festivity and fun. A time to see the beauty in 
everything and everyone; filled with anticipation and 
expectation for a new year. 

Unfortunately, Christmas is also a season of tragedy and death 
due to the impact of drinking and driving.

FAST FACTS FAST FACTS

           people die 
each day from 
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on the impact of drinking and driving... on the impact of drinking and driving...



But, the news is not all bad.  Effective drinking and driving 
campaigns, public education and awareness have all had 
a positive impact on drunk driving accidents and fatalities. In 
fact, in the past 10 years, drunk driving accidents and fatalities 
have decreased by almost half nationally. 
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Prior to any drinking, designate a non-drinking driver within  
your group.

Don’t let friends drive impaired. Despite what they might say or 
do, take their keys away. 

If you have been drinking, get a ride home with a friend or call 
a taxi. Many establishments will even call a taxi for you. 

If you are hosting a party where alcohol is served, remind your 
guests to plan ahead and designate a sober driver. Offer non- 
alcoholic beverages and make sure that each guest leaves 
with a sober driver.

If you observe a drunk driver on the road, call the highway pa-
trol and report the incident, noting the location and direction 
the vehicle is going. 

Remember the holidays are about celebrating life, not death!

Prior to any drinking, designate a non-drinking driver within  
your group.

Don’t let friends drive impaired. Despite what they might say or 
do, take their keys away. 

If you have been drinking, get a ride home with a friend or call 
a taxi. Many establishments will even call a taxi for you. 

If you are hosting a party where alcohol is served, remind your 
guests to plan ahead and designate a sober driver. Offer non- 
alcoholic beverages and make sure that each guest leaves 
with a sober driver.

If you observe a drunk driver on the road, call the highway pa-
trol and report the incident, noting the location and direction 
the vehicle is going. 

Remember the holidays are about celebrating life, not death!
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to make a difference... to make a difference...

and resources... and resources...

Hold Out the Lifeline: A Mission to Families
803. 445.1697  | holdoutthelifeline.org  

    facebook.com/hotlifeline |       twitter.com/hotlifeline
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Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration | www.samhsa.gov
National Highways Traffic and Safety Administration | www.nhtsa.gov
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism | www.niaaa.gov
SC Dept. of Health & Environmental Control | www.scdhec.gov/tobacco
The Foundation for Advancing Alcohol Responsibillity |  www.responsibility.org
SCDHEC, Division of Injury and Violence Prevention | www.scdhec.gov
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